This is a reformatted version of an e-mail sent by Senator Craig Barshinger

Dear St. Johnians:

The present St. John Legislature building floods every time it rains hard. The Legislature is moving to the new building built by Robert O’Connor between La Tapa restaurant and the police station. It has enough space in it to do our job. 

A disaster is brewing. The floor plan for using space in the new building has been done without consideration of the work done in the St. John office and the way the Community uses the Legislative Chambers as a meeting room. 

I am going to explain two problems, and include two photos to illustrate the foolhardiness and waste.  It will take activism from St. Johnians to turn this fiasco around. It is my duty to let you know what is happening.  If you care, contact my office at 693-8061. You can also contact Senator Hill at 693-3616, and other members of the majority, who in principle govern his actions. 

1. The new Legislative Chambers has inadequate room for the public to sit. A picture is worth a thousand words. The raised area is where the senators’ desks will be. The space where the sawhorses stand is where the public will sit.  How can we have public hearings in the room when there is no place for people to sit?  Our Senate President and Executive Director are ignoring the fact that the primary use of the STJ Chambers is for public meetings.  Committee hearings on St. John occur rarely, whereas public meetings occur weekly. 
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2. My new office is to be very small. When you come visit me, you will wonder why the senator at large is doing business out of a closet. If this concerns you, please speak up now; I am better at speaking up for others than for myself. The area allocated to my staff is almost as tiny, not even big enough to keep the filing cabinets and desks containing our work.  Here is a picture of my new office-to-be, taken with my back against one wall. 
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What is odd is that there is plenty of space at the new building. It is simply not being used efficiently. I and my staff have proposed improvements, but they are being ignored. Would you like a public meeting to go over the uses of the new building before it proceeds on the present course?  If so, contact my office and we will arrange for it the week after Thanksgiving. Also contact the Senate president, to stop the present build-out. 

I must pick and choose my battles. Here I see waste happening. It is my duty to alert you, the taxpayers who foot the bill, and the citizens who use the meeting room.  

The next step is up to you. I am doing an email blast, and ask that you forward this to every St. Johnian you know who cares about the use of public funds and public spaces.  Together, we can make sure the St. John Legislature will serve the community’s needs. 

If you do not act, a half-baked plan will be implemented and we will be stuck with the consequences for years hence. Many wasteful things happen in government that you do not know about. Sometimes I discover them when it’s too late to do anything about. This one can be stopped before it’s too late. 

Thank you, 

Craig W. Barshinger, Senator-at-large 

693-8061 senator@barshinger.net 

