Hello CBCC Members and Everyone in Coral Bay:

 

VERY EXCITING NEWS!  You will remember in April we helped announce that the owners of the largest piece of land in Coral Bay wanted to put it in preservation.  Here's the next step!  We need your help now to be sure that the Governor signs the appropriation into law -- and authorizes it to REALLY happen!  Please read below and call and fax the Governor's office today to support the Coral Bay Park!

Last week, the Annual Omnibus Budget Bill passed by the Legislature included funds to help purchase 171 acres of land in Coral Bay, St. John from the Egbert Marsh Trust for inclusion in the territorial park system managed by  the Department of Housing, Parks and Recreation.  The actual appropriation would come out of the St. John Capital Improvements fund over the next several years.   Now it heads for the Governor’s desk for signing – and possible line-item vetoes.  It will happen this week or next.
 
This land in Coral Bay is the  170 acres of Parcel 7 Remainder Carolina, which includes the Central Carolina Valley, the Estate Carolina Great House and working Plantation ruins, and most of the main Carolina Valley Gut.  (This is the land on the right as you drive up King’s Hill Road to the Coral Bay Garden Center – and goes all the way up to Centerline Road. )  The Virgin Islands government must put up 25% of the total dollars to acquire the land – to be eligible for a Federal Forest Legacy grant to fund the rest.    In addition, purchasing  the shoreline mangrove area of 1.6 acres between the dumpsters and Island Blues is included in this appropriations amount, as well as up to $500,000 for the planning and construction of boardwalks, trails, etc.      Each of these funding components is critical to achieving these objectives of having a Coral Bay Park
 
CBCC is delighted that these lands and their natural and cultural resources are heading for conservation and preservation – provided that the Governor signs the bill into law – without striking out these particular appropriations.     
 
Its important that everyone who wants to see this dream realized – IMMEDIATELY  call or write a letter to Governor indicating your support.   He will sign the bill,  based on past experience with some line-tem vetos sometime this week or next:
  
Call 774-0001 and ask to talk to someone about the” Coral Bay Park” – and say you support the appropriations in the bill.   Also write a Letter of your own or  as follows  to FAX IMMEDIATELY  to:   340 693-4302.      
 
Your time today will really count!  
Thank you,
Sharon Coldren
Sample Letter  - but your own words are best!
 
The Honorable John P.  deJongh, Jr.
Governor of the Virgin Islands
21-22 Kongens Gade
Charlotte Amalie, St. Thomas
Virgin Islands 00802            DELIVERED BY FAX:  340 693-4302
 
Dear Governor deJongh:
 
Re:  Coral Bay Park in Omnibus bill
 
I support authorizing the purchase of the Marsh family land in Coral Bay, St. John as territorial park land to assure preservation of the cultural and natural resources on this 171 acres, and supplying the VI funds to make use of the Federal Forest Legacy Grant to complete the purchase.  I also support the $500,000 appropriation for planning the park and construction of boardwalks and trails, so it becomes a reality.   
 
This Coral Bay territorial Park will help protect the fragile Coral Bay environment while providing recreational and conservation opportunities today and for generations to come.
 
Yours,
Your name
