J.F.L.I. SUMMER 2011 * PUERTO RICO 2011 *
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 Another J.F.L.I. Summer has come to an end.  Students have begun attending their respective schools in the territory; from Guy H. Benjamin to Julius E. Sprauve to Ivanna Eudora Kean.  The classroom, playground, and hall are now silent after a summer full of youthful voices.  Each J.F.L.I. summer is filled with day-to-day adventures.  This summer was no different.  These adventures are lived by the children and shared by the staff and volunteers.  They form a part of each individual’s local experience on the island and specifically, each person’s experience here at J.F.L.I.  Over the summer these adventures mold into a memory and each takes with them selected pieces of the shared memory.  It is this shared memory that is of greatest value to the Institute.

As parents, teachers, volunteers, donors and supporters, we must acknowledge that another summer has come to an end, and, that another summer is only months away.  During the in-between time the Institute relies on the support of parents in providing opportunities for the children to gather together – acquiring new shared experiences and building upon the shared memory that makes them J.F.L.I. students of the summer of 2011.  One major part of each J.F.L.I. summer and thus part of the shared memory is the Summer Trip.  This year we returned to the Island of Puerto Rico…

“The cultural, historical, and educational value of the trip was to see three large cities in Puerto Rico; specifically, Arecibo in the North, Mayaguez in the West, and Ponce in the South” says J.F.L.I. Founder and President Alvis Christian.  Key similarities and differences were noted, “In Puerto Rico you drive on the right hand side of the road, they have several major highways, they pay taxes that we don’t, and the sheer size of the Island is before you when driving…and food, clothing, gasoline prices, are all cheaper than in the (U.S. Virgin) Islands.”  The Institute trip in the summer of 2010 was also to Puerto Rico and thus the city of Ponce saw the return of the Institute, “I wanted to see the Taino site that last year’s group visited.  There is a definite link that is being re-established between our two Islands and it centers on our shared history in regards to the Taino people,” remarked J.F.L.I. Summer Executive Director Alvis Christian, Jr.

The group traveled from San Juan in the East, around the North and West, to the South - visiting the Arecibo Observatory (the largest radiotelescope on earth), the Zoo in Mayaguez and the Park dedicated to Christopher Columbus in Mayaguez, revisited the Indigenous Cultural Center in Ponce, spent time in Aguadilla with people of the Bahia faith, shopped in malls, swam and played at the Villas in Anasco, and enjoyed each other’s company.  When asked what he wanted the participating children to take away from the experience President Christian stated, “…that there is a much bigger world outside of St. John…use the internet and technology to explore opportunities…we have a next door neighbor that allows for a wider application of their knowledge…travel is a great form of education and just as important as sitting in a classroom, it allows for a broadening of scope and reference…Puerto Rico is bigger than St. John, but is still a small part of the universe…keep traveling, keep learning what this world is all about.”

The Institute revisited Ponce to tour again Tibes where the largest unearthed Taino site in the Caribbean is located.  “One of the founding objectives of J.F.L.I. is to study the bushes, plants, trees, and fruits on our Island for their medicinal usages.  The Taino visit takes me back to the time when we utilized bushes for teas before thinking about a drug store…I want J.F.L.I to play a major part in medical study and identification of local plants…a tribute to the older generation.”  The Taino influence in the Caribbean will be stressed next summer as the Institute plans to explore their influence on St. John.  Several major digs were conducted on the Island and those digs contribute mightily to the knowledge we have of the Arawakian and Taino culturethe Institute will visit them as it seeks to bring the shared history of the Islands in sharper focus.
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